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| R! ght Honou rable J the Commons of 
" ENGLAND aſſembled in PARLIAMENT. 

T he humble Petition of divers well-affetted ( itizens. 


Te as the oppreſſions of this Nation,in times fore-going this Parliament,were ſo numerous and burthen« 


_ 


ſome,as will never be forgotten ; ſo were the hopes of our deliverance by this Parliament, exceeding great 
and full of confidence,which as they were ſtrengthend by many ARs of Ycu:s in the beginning, eſpecially 
towards conſciencious people, without reſpeR unto their judgments or opinions 3 Sod the gratitude of 
well- minded peoplc exceed all preſident or example,ſparing neither eſtates,limbes, liberties, or lives, to make good 
jþe authority of this Honourable Houſe,as the foundation and root of all juſt freedome. 5 | | 
And clthoughwe many times obſerved to our griefe,ſome proceedings holding reſemblance rather wichour former 
age,then with that juſt freedome we expeRed:yer did we impute che ſame to the troubleſomneſle of the times 
of warre, patiently and filently paſſing them over,as undoubtedly hoping a perfe&t remedy ſo ſoon as the warres 
were ended : butperceiving ourexpedations altogether fruſtrate,we conceived our ſelves bound in confcience,and 
in duty to God,to ſer before you the generall grievances of the Common-uwealth, and the earneſt deſires of ingenu- 
ous well-minded people,and for that end did ingage in promoting the Petition in queſtion,in the uſuall and appro- 
wed way of gathering ſubſcriptions, with full intention to preſent the ſame to this Honourable Houle, ſo ſoone as it 
fhould be in readineſſe : bur as ic appeareth,a Copy thereof was unduly obtained, and tendred to this Honourable 
Houſe,under the notion of a dangerous and ſeditious Paper : Whereupon this Houſe was pleaſed toorder the Peti- 
tion to the Committee, whereoſ Col. Lee is Chairman ; and Mr..Lambe,at whoſe Houſe it was ſaid to bee found, to 
be there examined concerning the ſame. | | Do 
 Whereupon your Petitioners conceived it their duty to own and avouch the faid Petition, and for that end, in a 
peaceable manner attended that Commirtee with this humble Certificace hereunto annexed, to be offertd to their 
wiſdomes as opportunity ſhould be miniſtred : but through ſome {mall miſcarriage of ſom» tew perſons(for which 
= Petitioners were much grieved ) your Committee took ſo ſuddain and high diſpleaſure, as ro command your 
Feritioners to withdraw,threatning to remove them with a guard, beforetkey had time to turn themſelves. | 
: Whereupari.your Petitioners cauſed the Certificate vo be publikely read in the Cour: ofRequeſts,to take the ſence 
and allowance'sf many perſons,who had not before ſeen the ſame, with intent (till to preſent it ; which though en- 
avoured to the 'ntmoſt,was abſolutely refuſed to bee received.Bur to our aſtoniſhment, occaſion was taken againſt 
pur friend that read the ſame, ſo farrezas that he ſtands a priſoner to that Committee , and much harſh. language, 
with threatnings and provocations iſſued from ſome of the Committee, towards ſome other of our friends purpoſe. 
ly \ as we verily beleeve ) to get ſome advantage,to repreſent us odious to this Honourable Houſe, whoſe perſons 
and authority hath been as deare in our eKeeme as our very lives. And thereforc,weec have jult cauſe ro complaine 
co this Honourable Houle, | | | 
I- Of unjuſt uſagefrom thoſe that endeavoured to interrupt the gathering of hands in a peaceable way , or to 
poſlefle this Hononrable Houfe with evill ſuggeſtions concerning the intention and purpole of the ſaid Pecition. 
\ 2. Ofhard meaſure from your Committee in the particulars fore-mentioned, contrary to what we have deſer- 
ved,or ſhould have found in tormer times. 

3. Nevettheleſſe,our liberties;:o promote Petitions to this Horiourable Houſe, is fo eſſentiall to our freedome; 

- Cour condition, without the ſame being abſclute ſlavery)and our hope of juſtice from this Honourable Houſe, is fo 

* eflentiall ro our freedome;our condition, without the ſame being abſolute lavery + And our hope of juſtice from 

"this Honourable Houſe, ſo great in prorecing us therein, that we are not diſcouraged by what hath paſted ; bar in 
confidence thereof, doe humbly entrear, 

Firſt, T hat ye will be pleaſed to declare our freedome,to promnte,aud your readinejſe to receive the ſaid Petition;which 
we cannot but ſtill look upan,as tending to the generall good of thu N ation. | 

Secondly, That ear friends may be inlarged and that Te will diſceuntenance the officionſueſſe of ſach over-buſie infor= 
mers,as have diſturbed the juſt progreſſe of that Petirion, 

We are not ignorant,that we have been,and are like to be repreſenred unto you,as Heretickes,Schiſmatickes,Sec- 
taries,ſeditious perſons,and Enemies to Civill-goyernment,and the l.ke : but our (aid Pericion is ſufficient to ſtop 
the mouthes of ſuch Clumniators,and declare ts to be not only ſollicicors for cur own particulars, bar for the ve- 
nerall good of the Common-wealth, and will miniſter a juſt occaſion to ſuſpe the delignes of thoſe , that fo fre- 
quencly aſperſe us,though their prerences be never fo ſpecions. And we truit your wiftoms will timeouſly diſcover 
and prevent any evill intended againſt us. | | 

And whereas Major T #/edab itands committed by Order of this Honontable Hotile, for ſome conceived misbeha«- 
yiour towards fome Members of your ſaid Commictee ; wee hagbiy intreac, thac be way be forthwith called to 
your Barre , and be permitted to anſwer for himſelf and that witnciles alſo may be heard on his behalte, tha: fo 
this Honourable Houſe may be rightly and fully informed.concerning his cauſe and demeanour of choſe Members; 
the ſaddain impriſonment of our friends being very gricvous unto us. And jour Petitioners ſhall pray. 

To the Honourable Committee of Parlicm:nt,fitting in the Dceeenes Court art Weſtminſter, 
= | | Colonell Lee being Chaire-man. : | 
The humble Certificate of divers perſons imtereſled in, and avouching the Petition lately referred to this 
| Committee by the Right Honourab:e Houſe of Commons, 
 Humbly certifyiag ; "= 
T Ht the Petition (entitrledgT he humble Petition of many thouſanis, errneftly defiring the glery of God, the freedoms 
of the (omman-Wealth, and the peace of all men,and diretted to the Right Hononrasle, and ſupreame amhority ef this 
Wation, the Conmos aſſembled in Parliament) 1s no ſcandalous or ſtaitioi:s Paper (as hath been juſtly ſnageſted) but 
a reall Petition, ſnbſcribed,and to be ſub/cribed,by none but conſtant coraiall friends to Parliament and Common-wealth, 
and to be preſented to that Honourable Houſe With all poſſible ſpeeagas an eſhecill meanes, to procure the nniverſall good " 
of this long inthralled,and diftrafted Nation ; And we truſt this Honorable (ommittee Will in no racaſnure diſhrarten the : clay, 
people from preſenting their humble conſiderations, Reaſons,and Petitions,to thoſe Whom they have choſen (there being no 
other due and legall Way wherein thoſe that are aggrieved can findredreſſe ) but rhat rather ye will be pleaſed to give all pag 72: 


anconragement therein : 1n aſſured hope Whereof, We ſhall prays 
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